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SOME 
THOUGHTS 
"ELON 


D E IS M, &c 


HERE is nothing can be more in- 
conſiſtent than to ſpeak of Philo- 
ſophy with Reſpect, and of Religion 

with Contempt: By Philoſophy meaning 
here the Art of conducting one's ſelf in a Way 
moſt agreeable to the Dictates of right Rea- 
ſon; and by Religion, a Rule obliging 
Men, as well as teaching them, ſo to order 
their Manners and Behaviour. The only 
Difference then betwixt Religion and Phi- 
loſophy in what relates to Morals, is, that 
the one carries with it an Obligation, or 
binding Force, which the other does not: 
But they both reſpect the ſame ſort of Con- 
duct, and both direct us to our greateſt 
Good; the former preſenting it as a Sanc- 
tion of Duty, and the latter, as a natural 
A 2 Con- 
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Conſequence reſulting from a wiſe and ra- 
tional Courſe of Lite. 


Piety is one Branch of Virtue, although 


often conſidered as a Principle di/tin# from 


14 


it. And this hath the ſupreme Being its 
ſole, and immediate Object. Piety is the 
higheſt Point of Virtue, and original to 
all other. The Fear of God is the Beginning of 
Wiſdom. Tlegd mioiy arb pa n pany vouiGur ag . 
beds ige, ſays Xenophon. 


Temperance is that Virtue which centers in 
one's ſelf, and concerns the Uſe of our Fa- 
culties and Circumſtances. 


Benevolence, which comprehends Juſtice, 
relates to all Things wherein a Perſon may 
be uſeful to others, to the Public, and to 
Individuals. 


The Dei? has abundance of fine things 
to ſay of Virtue, excluſive of Piety. Tem- 
perance, Juſtice, and public Spirit, are the 
noted and reigning Topics of his Eloquence. 
One would imagine he had laid down his 
Intereſts at the Feet of thoſe Graces, and 
were ready, Knight: like, to facrifice to them 

his 
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17 
his Life. But he cannot perſuade himſelf to 
pay any Regard to Religion; though it juſt- 
ly engages a Devoir and reverential Treat- 
ment from all Men of Prudence: Eſpecially 
revealed Religion he takes every occaſion to 
inveigh againſt; for which his Pretence 18 
the Myſteriouſneſs of its Doctrines. How- 
ever, what is too myſterious for the Deiſt, 
is but too holy, and too pure. The Free- 
thinkers make their court to Philoſophy, as 
they do to a female Acquaintance ; with no 
very honourable Deſign. They think they 
can bring Philoſophy to comply with their 
Paſſions, but Religion they know that they 
cannot. All their Artifice and Addreſs will 
never corrupt it. 


A Perſon of Ingenuity, where he ſees 
Importance wrote, is not ſo prepoſterous as 
from thence to conclude there is a Cheat 
under it. This rather makes him impatient 
to ſee what 1s incloſed. He conceives an 
Expectation of ſome valuable Diſcovery. 
He then breaks up the Seal, contemplates 
the Subject, diſcuſſes the Ground, weighs 
the Authority, and conſiders the End and 
Uſe of the Thing fo in/cribed. If theſe Re- 
ſearches may ſucceed agreeably to his Hopes, 

he 


666 


he has arrived at Conviction, and without 


any more ado yields himſelf up to it. 


One of the like Diſcretion and Sincerity, 
who has not Abilities for entering into deep 
Matters, does properly to acquieſce in the 


better Judgment of others. He finds in 


Religion certain Points, or Articles, that 
tranſcend his Underſtanding, but nothing 
that ſhocks his Reaſon, or does Violence to 
it. And being well ſatisfied of its divine 
Original by Men of Learning and Probity, 
he knows it muſt be of infinite Conſequence, 
and as ſuch he regards it. 


Thus Chriſtianity 1s entertained both by 
the Wile and Simple. Thoſe who are of 
Parts and Erudition have the moſt rational 
Motives to their Belief in it. And as for 
others, the more they read the Scripture, 
the better they are confirmed in their E- 
ſteem of, and Veneration for it. But a 
Pack of Buffoons and Drolls bring up the 
Rear, who have practiſed Ridicule ſo long, 
till every thing ſeems a Jeſt to them alike. 
They cannot think with Cicero, that “the 
Perfection of Philoſophy conſiſts in treating 
the moſt weighty Queſtions with Copiouſ- 
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neſs and Beauty of Stile ;” but have a Teſt of 
their own for the Proof of Matters, and 
Diſcovery of Truth; a Teſt which that 
Roman never ſo much as dreamed of, and 
a thouſand times more ridiculous than any 
thing they can apply it to, or would expoſe 
by it. F501 


This abſurd uſage of ſacred Subjects hath 
been advertiſed for Wit and good Humour, but in 
reality, is the ſpiteful grinning of Malice and 
Diſſatisfaction. Profligacy in Morals is, 
of the two, more excuſeable than this Be- 
haviour. Men are hurried into Scenes of 
Irregularity by Pleaſure and the Warmth 
of their Paſſions, which - afterwards, upon 
mature Thought and cool Reflection, they 
condemn themſelves for. But one that aſ- 
ſumes a Liberty in ſpeaking wantonly of 
Religion, has ſtepped out of the Character of 
a Gentleman, and betrays that want of De- 


licacy, which no Apology can atone for, 


or excule, 


The Growth and Increaſe of Infidelity in 
this Nation ſhould not be imputed to any 
Force of Reaſoning, or weight of Argument 
in the Books which have appeared in Favour 


of 


e 

of it. Some Under-workers, by their Infi- 
nuations, have done more to corrupt the 
Age, than all the Wit; and falſe Philoſophy 
of Writers. And that thoſe Pieces are ſo 
much read, is no better Proof of. their Me- 
rit, than it would be of the Excellence of 
any common Ballad, that it is generally: 
known, after having been ſung about the 
Streets, and hawked Ton Door to Beine 


It is notorious what Pains * n aſed 
for the eſtabliſhing of Deiſm. There are 
Puffers that blow its Books and Papers about 
Town and Country : And incredible Num- 
bers of them are ſent to America, where more 
of theſe oluss lend their Breath, to ſpread 
the Seeds of the ſame Thiſtle. 


The Deiſts are, (with few Exceptions) 
a voluptuous lazy ſet of Mortals. Inpartuni 
locutores, inceſſant Talkers. One ſuch Phi- 
loſopher in a Circle of young Rakes is an 
acknowledged Oracle, and eſteemed the more 
like one that ſpeaks by Inſpiration, by ſo 
much as he pretends to make it out clearly 
that there never was any ſuch thing. 


But what moſt of all has recommended 
Deiſm, is its ſeeming to favour Liberty. 
Freedom 
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Freedom and Fire are never-failing Cries to 
bring together a Multitude. They will 
ſooner do it than five Bells, except when 
the Bells are rung backward. Now though 
it ſhews the ſtupidity and deadneſs of a 
People not to have any Paſſion, or Taſte 
for Liberty; yet one cannot but ſay it is a 
ridiculous Effect which reſults from Liberty, 
when Men covet what they have, as though 
they had it not. 


For any Perſon who would be a Courrier, 
to endeavour the Subverſion of the national 
Religion, methinks, is taking an odd kind 
of Way to approve his Loyalty. He does 
not conſider that the King, as Guardian of 
the Faith, cannot permit his beſt Friends to 
attempt the leſſening its Authority upon 
the Minds and Conſciences of his Subjects; 
but muſt reſent this as a Species of Trea- 
ſon. So that they who employ themſelves 
in ſuch fort of Buſineſs are working againſt 
the Intereſt of the Crown, and can be 


eſteemed no better Courtiers than they are 
Chriſtians, 


On the other hand, one would fain know 
how a Patriot, as he is pleaſed, for Diftinc- 
| B tion's 


) 
tion's ſake, to be called, can juſtify his E, 
ſays againſt Religion. Does he look upon 
it as in any wiſe contrary to true and real Po- 
licy. Does the. Chriſtianity of Proteſtants, : 
which is the genuine Religion of the Goſpel, 4 
does this, I ſay, ſubject the public to Con- 4 
ditions of Slavery, or make Men too de- g 
pendant on the Crown? Does it tend to the 
Increaſe of Luxury, and to inflame thoſe 
Expences which threaten the Ruin of a Na- 
tion? Does it flacken the Sinews of Induſ- 
try, or put a Damp upon Trade and Manu- 
factures? Laſtly, Does the Church lay ſuch 
a Yoke, exerciſe ſuch a Diſcipline, and im- 
poſe ſuch Rigours, that an Eccleſiaſtical Con- 
ſtitution is altogether intolerable? If none 
of theſe Complaints lie againſt the Re- 
ligion of this Kingdom, how does any 
Deiſt in Britain then think he merits well, 
by endeavouring to beat down the ſacred 
Maxims of his Country? 


As the Goſpel-Inſtitution has very full 


Evidence of its divine Authority, ſo it has * 
every poſſible Quality that ſpeaks Uſefulneſs: 14 
and Excellence. It promotes the Practice I 
and confirms the Habit of each -natural 7 
Duty to God and Man. it lends the 4 

= | | ſtrongeſt 1 
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ſtrongeſt Guard to perſonal Virtues, and 
propoſes the higheſt Motives to every ſocial 
Office. It reſtrains the diſorderly Paſſions, 
which are the Mob and Raſcality of human 


Nature. It enlarges the Mind with generous 
and worthy Sentiments: And the more 
ſtrictly and generally it were held in Ob- 
ſervance, theſe Advantages muſt undoubted- 
ly ariſe from it; that the King would have 
better Subjects, the Conſtitution better 
Friends, the Welfare and Proſperity of the 
Nation better Conſulters, the public Credit 
better Support; Offices of Truſt would be 
better diſcharged; we ſhould have Juſtice 
better adminiſtred, we ſhould have the 
Laws held in more Obſervance, we ſhould 
have Property better ſecured, we ſhould 
have better Order kept, we ſhould have 
every Thing upon a better Ground and 
Footing : We ſhould be leſs divided into 
Parties and Factions; we ſhould be more 
free from Jealouſies and Surmiſes; we ſhould 
be more cloſely and cordially united ; ſtand 
our Ground more firmly under any Shock ; 
live more contented in our reſpective For- 
tunes; have more Courage and Reſolution 
to encounter Difficulties ; be better able to 
endure Labour; we ſhould enjoy Health 

B 2 with 


( 12 ) 
with fewer Interruptions ; ſee rarer Exam- 
ples of Beggary and Miſery ; taſte more 
of the Pleaſures of real Friendſhip ; and 


paſs through Life in greaterTranquillity and 
with more Complacency. 


The Repugnance of Deiſm to Men's pri- 
vate Happineſs, is demonſtrable by the Ne- 


gative it puts upon theſe fundamental 
Truths, or Principles, v/z. That God ex- 
erciſeth a Providence in the World; that he 
hath communicated by Revelation the 
Knowledge of his Will to Mankind; and, 


that the Soul is of an immortal Nature. 


To believe in a wiſe and good Provi- 
dence, intereſting itſelf in the State of this 
World's Affairs, and having our particular 
Fortunes under its Care, to diſpoſe and or- 
der them for the beſt; as this is agreeable 
to the beſt Senſe and Reaſon of Mankind, 
ſo it is both a Conſolation in Adverſities, 
and a main Ground of Confidence at all 


Timas. Spes jubet eſſe ratas. The endeavour- 
ing then to undermine this Perſuaſion, muſt 
be the Effort of either a wantonly miſchiev- 


ous, or of an envious, and malignant Spirit. 


It bears no Colour of intending the leaſt 


Good 


(+4237 ) | 
Good to Mankind. There are ſome Species 


of Impiety that do as really ſhock, but 


none that give ſo effeftual a Blow to hu- 
man Happineſs, What numberleſs poor 
Mortals are there in the World, to whom 
Truſt in God is the only Food of their Souls; 
whoſe probationary Circumſtances are ſo 
ſenſibly afflicting, that only for this Reliance 
they would be ſunk in the depth of Me- 
lancholy, or even loſe their Wits! And who 
is there that in the moſt proſperous and 


and flouriſhing Eſtate, has not occaſion, 
eſpecially at ſome times, to raiſe himſelf upon 


his Faith, and fly to God as a preſent Help in 
Trouble? Ti wor Civ & xe8pd xevi O, i megvizes 
erg; What have J to do in the World, ſays 
the Emperor Aurelius Antoninus, if there be 
no God in it, or if all Things be not under the 
Controll of Providence ? 


Next, of denying the Truth and Cer- 


tainty of revealed Religion ; this makes juſt 


ſuch a Story as a Traveller would give, if, 
fitting in a Coffee-houſe with ſome of his 
Acquaintance, we ſuppoſed him to enter 
into the following Romance; — That he had 
happened upon an unknown Coaſt, where 
the Government was under one, whom he 


doubts 
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doubts not to ſay, is the beſt and wiſeft 
Man that ever exiſted. That Ifland was 
once the moſt deſolate, till the Fame of 
its Prince drew a Colony into it from va- 
rious Parts, and fince it 1s become a won- 
derfully flouriſhing and well peopled Coun- 
try. THE 


This Beginning of his Narrative has en- 
gaged, we will ſuppoſe, the Attention of 
every Body in the Room, and drawn moſt 
part of the Company toward him ; being 
now ſurrounded with a large Audience, he 
proceeds ; — The King, or whom you may 
pleaſe to term the Founder of his N ation, 
had taught the People every Art ; .and in- 
ſtructed them in all kinds of Knowledge, 
ſerving both to Uſe and Pleaſure. At length 
he iſſues out a Proclamation, requiring all 
his Subjects to appear before him at a Day 
appointed. . His Majeſty 1s ſeated upon a 
Throne, which is erected in a large Area of 
the Palace, where he may be diſtinctly heard 
by this great Convention, and extending his 
golden Scepter as a Token to command 

Silence, he makes the following Speech. 


cc My 
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« My People, the eſtabliſhing 5 Laws 
being generally eſteemed an eſſential Means 
to the rendering a Nation happy, I had 
conſidered with myſelf about framing a Body 


of Statutes, which ſhould abide m Force 


during the Remainder of my Life; and 
which I would make the invariable Rule of 
my Government. But upon the matureſt 
Counfel and Deliberation, I am perſuaded no 
other Laws can be neceſſary, befides thoſe 
which Nature has engraven upon your 
Hearts, to them therefore I refer you, follow 
the Dictates of your Reaſon, and you ſhall 
be happy. Virtue will be your: Reward, 
and Vice your Puniſhment. I ſhall now 
retire into my Palace; and the Reſidue of 
my Years will be devoted to my own Eaſe 


and Repoſe. I deſire no farther Attendance 


from any of you, and ſhall aſk no Supplies ; 
being poſſeſt of Wealth abundantly, enough 
to ſupport the Dignity of my Crown. Thus 
you know my royal Pleaſure; ſo now all of 
you be gone, depart each to his Place, and 
every one to your reſpective Bulineſs.” 


The Traveller now has ended, when he 
perceives the Paſſions of his Audience dif- 
ferently 


(yo 


in others frowning, at length obſerving one 


Ti 
ferently affected; in ſome places dimpling, 


Gentleman redden at the Apprehenſion of 
an Affront ſo groſly intended upon the Un- 
derſtanding of the Company, he haſtens to 
an Apology.—“ I aſk your Pardon, Gentle- 


men, for this Grimace ; but it was only to 


amuſe two or three credulous Men here, of 
my Friends had not the leaſt Deſign of 
impoſing a Fiction upon you. This! en 
is a Lie throughout, and of the firſt Mag- 
nitude; but I did not call upon any of you 
to hear it, you appear to be Men of Senſe ; 
but theſe honeſt Cronies of mine are rather 


deiftically inclined -I thought it would pleaſe 
them; and you would ſee by their Looks, 


that they believe every word of it.” 


Again, The Immortality of the Soul is a 
Point of Belief, which is embraced by all 
the virtuous Part of Mankind. A Deiſt 
ought then to ſay, from what Motive he is 
ſo earneſt for making away with it. Let 
him declare, whoſe Convenience he is la- 
bouring for, and who is to thank him for 
his Philoſophy. 


I am verily perſuaded there are many of 
the libertine Sort, who have no Averſion to 
the 


2 

the Thought of a future Being; and even 
ſome whoſe Scheme it would thwart very 
diſagreeably, could it be demonſtrated, that 
the Soul periſnes with the Body; they in- 
tending, after the Heat of Vouth is a little 
over, to come to the Practice of Virtue, 
like ſober and good Men. Therefore if the 
Free-thinker would diſpenſe his Opiate of 
Non-exiftence to ſome Purpoſe, he ought to 
diſtinguiſh like a Phyſician. But to make 
a general Publication thereof, and even 
thruſt it upon the World, is, as if ſome 
Empiric who has a Medicine for the foul 
Diſeaſe, were ſtoutly to recommend it to 
all Perſons, indiſcriminately, as though that 
were an Epidemical Diſtemper. 


There 1s, I think, no better, or truer way 
for judging the. Merits of a Cauſe, than by 
knowing what Sort of Men they be who 
eſpouſe, and are the great Sticklers for it. 


Say then, this Motion has been made, (we 


don't yet know by whom) Let Carthage be 


deftroyed. Very important Reaſons, as is 
poſſible, may be alledged for demoliſhing 
that ancient City. And many, from hear- 
ing the Diſcourſe of Politicians, are inclin- 

C ed 
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ed to wiſh the Deſign might be carried into 
Execution, as it ſeems to promiſe the ren- 
dering them a free People, after a long ſlaviſn 
Dependence, which they have ſuffered by 
Subjection to that Capital. Now a large 
Quantity of military Stores is provided, and 
a Body of Troops raiſed in order to the 
Siege, which is then begun, and the Dis- 
charge of Artillery gives alarm of it to the 


Parts adjacent. Thoſe in the out-Hamlets, 
upon hearing the Sound of War, grow ſe- 


rious: And reflecting with themſelves that 
their Services to Carthage were never any 
thing like what has been painted to them, 
they begin to apprehend that ſomething 
fatal to themſelves muſt be the Conſequence; 
at length their Eyes are turned upon this 
mighty Armament, and they examine into 
the Characters of the Men which com- 
poſe it. The General Officers and prime 
Engineers are diſcovered to be ſome 
wretched Debauchees, certain of whom 
had made impious Attempts upon them- 
ſelves by Piſtol or Poiſon, but being by 
accident defeated of their Purpoſe, had been 
forced back into Life again. The Subal- 
terns are moſtly broken Tradeſmen, and 
decayed 'Squires; and the main Part of 

the 
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the Army made up of the Refuſe and Scum 
of the People, reprobate Rakes and Deſpe- 
rado's. Hereupon it is properly and reaſon- 
ably judged, that the Expedition cannot be good, 
which is inſpired by Vice and Madneſs, 


It is a Saying ſomewhere in Tacitus, that, 
nibil a quo quam expetitur, niſi cujus fructus ante 
providerit, If now we may take this for a 
Maxim, the Deiſts are not ſowing their 


Seed, without firſt having thought what the 


Produce will be. Men that pretend to ſa 
much Acuteneſs, that will not yield to any 
one in Point of Penetration and Foreſight, 
would ſurely not be thought to be doing 
like Cadmus, when he planted the Serpent's 
Teeth; which might come up, for what he 
knew, as well Dragons as Dragoons. But 
the moſt favorable Opinion of them 1s, that 


they have never traced their own Scheme into 
its laſt Reſults, 


It has been (and wiſely too) alledged, that 
the Conſtitution of England is not now capa- 
ble of being ſupported, but upon the Prin- 
ciples of the Church of England; that the 
Religion by Law eſtabliſhed is ſuch a vital 
P art of the Government, ſo conſtantly woven 

C 2 and 
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and mixt with every part of it, that generally 
Men look upon it as a good Part of their Pro- 
perty too; and the Government of the Church 
is ſecured to them by the ſame Proviſion. To 
this I may add, what Biſhop Burnett men- 
tions he had from Dr Wilfing, that he often 
ſaid to Cromwell, © No temporal Government 
could have a ſure Support without a national 
Church that adhered to it, and he thought 
England was capable of no Conſtitution but 
Epiſcopacy ; to which he did not doubt but 
Cromwell! would have turned, as ſoon as 
the Deſign for his Kingſhip was ſettled.” 


The Church of England being then the 
main Pillar and Support of the State, I think 
the Deiſts ought to give full Satisfaction to 


this Doubt, if they can ſolve it, How the 


Civil Conſtitution is yet ſafe, when the very 
Being of Chriſtianity in this Nation is in 


ſome Danger, by their means, of being abo- 


liſhed? 


Our Saviour hath given this divine Aſſur- 
ance, that che Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt his pure and holy Religion. But 
this cannot, without Preſumption, be de- 
pended on for the Stability of his Church in 
this Land, which he ſpake of the ſure and 

impreg- 
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impregnable Foundation of his Church in 
general, 


The Grace and Providence of God will 
water the Goſpel, that noble Vine which 
he hath planted, and make it flouriſh, where 
thoſe, who live under its Shade, are duly care- 
ful to watch the Vermin that threaten its 
Deſtruction. But when they, whoſe Office 
and Province it is to guard it, do not employ 
the Power, with which they are inveſted, to 
its Preſervation, there is Cauſe to apprehend 
that his incenſed Hand may pull it up by the 
Roots, and tranſplant it in ſome other Soil, 
whither it may pleaſe him to convey the 
Bleſſing. I remember, ſays Archbiſhop | 
Tillotſon, there is a very odd Paſſage in Mr 
Herbert's Poems, which, whether it be only 
the prudent Conjecture and Foreſight of a 
wiſe Man, or there be ſomething more pro- 
phetical in it, I cannot tell; it is this. 


Religion ſtands on Tiptoes in our Land, 

Ready to paſs to the American Strand. — 

When Seine ſhall ſwallow Tiber; and the Thames, 
By letting in them both, pollute her Streams, 

Then ſhall Religion to America flee; 

They have their times of Goſpel, even as we. 


The 


1 


The Meaning of it is this, That when the 
Vices of Lah ſhall paſs into France, and 
the Vices of both ſhall overſpread England, 
then the Goſpel will leave theſe Parts of the 
World, and paſs into America to viſit thoſe 
unenlightened Regions, which have ſo long 
fat in Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death. 
* And this is not ſo improbable, ſays this ex- 
cellent Prelate, if we conſider what vaſt Colo- 
nies in this laſt Age have been tranſplanted 
out of Europe into thoſe Parts, as it were 
on purpoſe to prepare and make way for 
fuch a Change. But however that be, con- 
ſidering how Impiety and all manner of 
Wickedneſs do reign among us, we have 
too much Cauſe to apprehend, that if we do 
not reform and grow better, the Providence 
of God will find ſome way or other to deprive 
us of that Light, which is ſo abuſed and 
affronted by our wicked and leud Lives *. 
And, if I may take leave to add, by our Con- 
tempt of revealed Religion, and affected In- 
fidelity. 


How dangerouſly the Vitals of Civil Go- 
vernment are touched by deiſtical Principles, 
the following Inſtances may ſhew. 


1, Deiſm 


+ Sermon on John Xil. 35. 
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1. Deiſm annihilates that weight of Awe, 
which is the natural Influence of penal 
Juſtice, and is the greateſt Security againſt 


Violence and Villainy. 


—=— Tolle peric lum 
Jam vaga proſiliet pœnis natura remotis. 


What makes capital Puniſhment the moſt 
terrible to any thinking Man, 1s the great 
Aſter-clap, the laſt Tribunal, the eternal 
Doom. But the Law can never hold them 
in Fear who are dipt in Infidelity, becauſe 
they looking upon Death as nothing worſe 
than Extinction of Being, may eaſily bring 
themſelves to that State of Mind, to deſpiſe 
It. | 


2. Another thing which proves Deiſm 
to be hurtful to Civil Society, is, that it gives 
Men the Power of their Lives into their 
own Hands. For how heinous ſoever a Deiſt 
may hold it, as a Breach oi the Law of Na- 
ture, for a Perſon to deſtroy himſelf; yet 
the moral Principle will fail, when abſtracted 
from religious Conſiderations ; it muſt be 
too weak to ſupport Virtue, when Circum- 
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ſtances are become ſuch as to render Death 
more eligible than Life. 


It is the Remark of a certain noble Writer, 
that fewer Inſtances. of Suicide have ap- 
peared in deſpotic Governments than in 
Kingdoms were Licenſe is more prevalent, 
and the Paſſions are leſs reſtrained.” From 
hence it is as eaſy to imagine, as it is terrible 
to think, how much theſe Caſes would 


abound in a Nation of Deiſts; which un- 


natural Practice, as their Principle does not 
forbid, ſo the miſerable Conditions of ſuch 
a People would exceedingly promote. 


. am at a Loſs to ſee, how the main 
Security of Mens Lives and Properties, which 
an Oath is, could ſubſiſt, if Deiſm ſhould 
ever eſtabliſh itſelf in this Kingdom. 


An Oath, where Intereſts are ſuſpended 
in Trials at Law, is of the greateſt Conſe- 
quence; and without the due Obſervance 


of it Perſons could not have Juſtice and 
Right done them. The Innocent would 


ſuffer, the Guilty eſcape with Impunity ; and 


thus the great Ends of Government muſt be 
defeated. 


The 


+ 


( 25 ) 


The Adminiſtration of Juſtice, both in 
the Grecian Republics, and in the Roman 
State, was indeed very well. Neither can 
it be extremely defective in any Civil Con- 
ſtitution where good Laws are, and ſome 
Religion. But it muſt here be conſidered, 
that Heathen Oaths were founded in the Be- 
lief of a divine Providence, and a Perſuaſion 
that Heaven will puniſh Iniquity and Per- 
jury. A Perſuaſion that God does conde- 
ſcend to human Affairs, and will be ap- 
pealed to as a Witneſs to the Truth of Mat- 
ters for the Deciſion of Right and Juſtice, 
muſt make Men careful of what they ſwear 
to. But otherwiſe an Oath can ſeem nothing 


more than an empty Form and Piece of fond 
Superſtition, 


How ſtudious were the Apologiſts for 
Chriſtianity to obviate all Surmiſe, or Charge 
of its being detrimental to the Public In- 
terefts! And is it leſs fit that the Deiſts 
ſhould juſtify their Principles, eſpecially 
ſince they are ſo induſtrious to propagate 
them? Or if they cannot do that, they 
ought to be treated as Enemies to the State, 


D and 


6 260) 
and ſhould no more be ſuffered, than theRoman 
Catholics. The Endcavours to promote In- 
fidelity are not indeed of ſo immediate ill 
Conſequence as the Infuſions of Popery 
but if ever Deiſm get ſtrong enough to be- 
come a Faction, it will bring this Kingdom 
near to its Ruin, and prove the greateſt 
Calamity that the Nation ever had. 


The Statute of the IX. and X. Will. III. 
intitled an Act for the more effectual ſup- 
| preſſing of Blaſphemy and Profaneneſs, 
might be put in force againſt all Oppugners 
of our Religion: Nor is it impraticable to 


bring ſuch Offenders under a legal Convic- 
tion. | 


It may ſeem hard to diſtreſs Men for their 
Opinions: but then Men ſhould keep their 
Opinions to themſelves. And Conſcience is 
no more a Plea for attacking Religion, than 
it is for entering into Plots. Now the Po- 
piſh Conſpiracies were never pardoned for 
the Conſcience-ſake of the Traitors. But 


Men 


3s. 
Men that renounce Conſcience, ſays Bi ſhop 
Wilkins, cannot pretend that they ſuffer 
for it.” And though Rigor muſt be diſ- 
agreeable to every charitable, and chriſtian 
Mind ; yet it is here much fitter to be uſed, 
than that the Occaſion be diſpenſed with. In 
a word, Infidels are not accountable to the 
Laws, merely as they are Enemies to Reli- 
gion, for that is a Matter more properly 
cogniſable by eccleſiaſtical Authority; but as 
Perſons deſigning againſt the Peace and Wel- 


fare of the Kingdom, as upon the Face of the 
Statute will appear. 


45 9 and 10. Gulielmi III. 


An ACT for the more effetual ſuppreſſing of 
Blaſphemy and Profanenefs. | 


« WHEREAS many Perſons have of 
« late years openly avowed and publiſhed 
* many blaſphemous and impious Opinions, 
e contrary to the Doctrines and Principles 
te * of the Chriſtian Religion, greatly tending 
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GU 23 
te to the Diſhonour of. Almighty God, and 
ce may prove deſtructive to the Peace- and 
« Welfare of this Kingdom : Wherefore 
« for the more effectual ſuppreſſing of the 
« ſaid deteſtable Crimes, Be it enacted by the 
7 King's moſt excellentMajeſty, by and with 
e theAdvice and Conſentof theLords ſpiritual 
« and temporal, and the Commons in this 
* preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the 
Authority of the ſame, That if any Per- 
© ſon, or Perſons, having been educated in, 
* or at any time having made Profeſſion of 
e the Chriſtian Religion within this Realm, 
« ſhall, by Writing, Printing, Teaching, or 
* adviſed Speaking, deny any One of the 


„ Perſons in the Holy Trinity to be God, 


© or ſhall aſſert or maintain there are more 
© Gods than One, or ſhall deny the Chriſtian 
© Religion to be true, or the Holy Scriptures of 
&« the Old and New Teſtament to be of divine 
% Authority ; and ſhall upon Indictment or 
% Information in any of His Majeſty's 
“Courts at Weſimin/ter, or at the Aſſizes, 
7 M thereof lawfully Convicted, by the 
cc Oath 


290) 
« Oath of Two or more credible Wit-- 
« neſſes, ſuch Perſon, or -Perſons, for the 
« firſt Offence ſhall be adjudged Incapable 


« and Diſabled in Law, to all Intents and 
«© Purpoſes whatſoever, to have or enjoy 
« any Office or Offices, Imployment or 
« Imployments, Eccleſiaſtical, Civil or Mi- 
* litary, or any Part in them, or any Pro- 
« fit or Advantage appertaining to- them, 
e or any of them: And if any Perſon or 
e Perſons ſo convicted as aforeſaid, ſhall 
« at the Time of his or their Conviction, 
Enjoy or Poſſeſs any Office, Place or 
*« Imployment, fach Office, Place or Im- 
* ployment, ſhall be void, and is hereby 
* declared void: And if ſuch Perſvty or 
« Perfons ſhall be a ſecond Time lawfully 
“ Convidted; as aforeſaid, of all or any the 
* aforeſaid Crime or Crimes, that then he 
« or they ſhall from thenceforth be diſ- 
* abled to Sue, Proſecute, Plead or uſe any 


« Action or Information in any Court of 


Law or Equity, or to be Guardian of any 
„ Child, or Executor or Adminiſtrator of 


cc any 
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( 30 ) 
23 any Perſon, or capable of any Legacy or 
* Deed of Gift, or to bear any Office, Ci- 
vil or Military, or Benefice Eccleſtaſtical, 
« for ever within this Realm, and ſhall alſo 
* ſuffer Impriſonment for the Space of three 
* Years, without Bail or Mainprize, from 
the Time of _ Conviction,” | | 


” Provided always, and; be it enact- 
« ed by the Authority aforeſaid, That no 
* Perſon ſhall. be proſecuted by virtue of 
« this Act, for any Words ſpoken, unleſs 
** the Information of ſuch Words ſhall be 
«© given upon Oath: before one or more 


| cc Juſtice, or Juſtices of the Peace, within 


four Days after ſuch Words ſpoken, and 
te the Proſecution of ſuch Offence be within 
© three Months after ſuch Information. 
G | 1 0D . 
8 Provided alſo, and be it enacted by 
the Authority aforeſaid, That any Perſon 
: or Perſans, convicted of all or any of 
the aforeſaid Crime or Crimes, 1 in manner 


« aforeſaid, ſhall for the firſt Offence (upon 


« tus 


- 
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( 31) 
« his, her or their Acknowledgment and 
« Renunciation of ſuch Offence or erro- 
* neous Opinions, in the ſame Court where 
« ſuch Perſon or Perſons was or were 


% Convicted, as aforeſaid, within the Space 


« of four Months after his, her or their 
« Conviction) be diſcharged from all Pe- 
* nalties and Diſabilities incurred by ſuch 
« Conviction ; any Thing in this Act con- 
* tained to the Contrary thereof in any wiſe 
« notwithſtanding.” 
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